
 
BLC MINUTES 

 
  Date Tuesday 23rd May 2017 

Venue Riverside Brassiere, Stadium of Light  

1. Welcome 
 
The Chair, Jim Gilling (JG) welcomed everyone, thanking them for their attendance not just today but throughout the season 
with special thanks to officials from SAFC, Northumbria Police, The Foundation of Light and other guest speakers throughout the 
season.   
 
JG stated that the BLC need to be more proactive and that there may be a return to themed based meetings. JG asked for all 
branches to go back to their members asking what they want from the BLC and from Sunderland AFC and then report back to 
the BLC at the AGM.  He stressed that we want to attract other Branches including some that have lapsed to return and to 
attract new Branches too. 
 
The Chair reminded the group that day to day matters are not what we should be discussed at the meetings and that branches 
chould contact the BLC Chair or the BLC Secretary to contact Chris Waters (CW) The Supporters Liaison Officer on these types of 
matters. 
 
The Chair stated that the BLC would like that more senior club officials and senior managers to attend the meetings on a regular 
basis . Club staff in attendance confirmed that they value the meetings with the Supporters Groups, and CW said that if any of 
the Branches wanted to share information regarding any social events, transport arrangements for games etc. he could arrange 
for this to be advertised on the Clubs official website to help promote branches to all supporters. 
  
1. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes:   
 2 (a) A number of Action Points were addressed including... 

AP 1: Steve Dean stated that he will send abridged versions of the BLC minutes to the club to publish on safc.com    
AP2:  Rebecca Barr will chase up Jessica Kelly (Taylor) to close down previous BLC twitter and Facebook accounts so new 
accounts could be created. Once set up the committee will appoint administrators to run these accounts   
AP3 : Chris Waters has an update on betting rules inside the stadium and was informed that supporters with winning bets 
can contact the betting agency and request for payment online, request either a bank transfer or a cheque. 
AP 4: Steve Dean  will be in touch with the new Ticket Office manager once an appointment is made. SAFC confirmed that 
for any away game applications the branches should still contact Lesley Campbell. In the meantime   
AP 5: Home cup tickets were discussed and Louise Wanless (LW) will look into the matter but stressed that it is likely that 
only the lower bowl area will be used for early rounds of the cup games.  

 
Other Matters arising ... 
  2 (b) At the previous meeting it was stated in the minutes that Newton Aycliffe advised there had been an error in 
representatives from their branches recorded, records show Peter Oliver was present. Peter Oliver is unknown to Newton 
Aycliffe branch.  Peter Oliver represented Shields & Washington & was not present at previous meeting, Steve Dean pointed out 
this was not actually the case but that Peter Oliver was down in the list of apologies not attendees. 
2 (c) At the last meeting it was stated that a proposed Family fun day to be held in Hebburn on late May Bank Holiday. Cath Reid 
confirmed that due to a number of circumstances this proposed event had to be cancelled. 
 

3. Foundation of Light News  
Richard Hopper (RH) announced that Duncan Watmore and Hilde Gunn Olsen  were awarded the  Community  Champion 
Awards for all the community activity they had taken part in for the Foundation of Light this season. The Sunderland Deaf 
Centre who the Foundation of Light support won their national league this season.  
 
RH gave details of a new Scholarship for U19 girls and said that any of the branches who want to take part in any of the up and 
coming events such as the Zip The Wear, The Lambton Run, The May Half-term fun days can go on the Foundations webpage to 
register. All the branches were given a copy of the Foundations Year Book Team Of All Talents. 



The Close House Branch asked if the Foundation could send them some information on the work they carry out in Shildon and 
the soon to be Bishop Auckland as their Branch would like to get involved. 
 
4. Season Card uptake  
There has been a reasonable uptake on Season Card renewals and the club are looking to put them back on sale soon. 
 
5. Feedback on BLC Players Of The Year Event 
The overall consensus from all branches was that it was a very successful and enjoyable night. 
 
6. Update on Possible SOL 20th Anniversary events and preseason games  
As divulged at a previous BLC Meeting there will definitely be at least one home preseason game which is friendly to celebrate 
the 20th Anniversary on July 29th, a Branch stated they had heard this was going to be a team from Scotland, (LW) stated  as 
soon as contracts are signed it will be officially confirmed. 
 
It was stated by one of the Branches that Bury FC had put on their website that they were playing a home game against 
Sunderland AFC, (SD) asked if this could be confirmed whether this will be a first team game or against the u23 team  again it 
was stated that as soon as  contracts  are agreed then they will be announced   
 
7. Secretaries and Treasurers reports 

The BLC Sec Steve Dean read out the following report... 
a). I sent out an email to all Branches requesting their votes for Players of the Year and gave results to Brian to enable them to 
be engraved on the trophies.   
 b). I received a letter inviting myself and Brian Hallimond from The Foundation of light to the Annual Top Scorer awards, which 
took place at Sunderland's Stadium of Light, Brian unfortunately, was unable to attend as were a number of other BLC 
committee members.   
c).  I contacted the club regarding the Fifa Tournament cancellation and was told it may be rearranged for the launch of FIFA 18. 
d). It was agreed that a separate meeting be held at a later date to discuss possible changes to BLC Mission Statement and 
Constitution etc. the Committee if they so wish after studying them can let me know if we need to alter anything The Chair 
stated he will arrange a venue sometime in the close season prior to the AGM  for the BLC to discuss any changes to The 
Constitution etc. for to report to all the Branches at the AGM  
e). I contacted Glen Hutchinson of the Manchester Branch have arranged to meet him to pick up his £10 subs. 
f). Can I again stress that any items which people want putting on any Agenda  must be sent to me no later than 10 days before 
the meeting as the Club require the proposed Agenda a week before the meetings as the Club require the proposed Agenda a 
week before the meetings.  
The Treasurer  gave his treasurers report where he  gave a breakdown of monies the BLC have and a breakdown of costs  for 
trophies etc for the Players of the Year  event , and thanked the Committee members who helped organise the Player of the 
Year Event and thanked Chris Waters for all the help he gave to help make the event a success . And he suggested that at the 
AGM we appoint a social committee to help with such events s the Player and asked for any volunteers to contact Steve Dean. 
 
8. Any other business   
a) It was agreed that the date for the AGM be Monday 17th July and that all nominations for positions on the BLC Committee or 
if existing members wish to put themselves forward for re-election or if they wish to stand down to be submitted by no later 
than Monday 26th June, and the same date if anyone wants to put forward any notices of motion, and the Branches choice of 
Nominated Charities for next season which will also be voted on at the AGM . All nominations must be also seconded and must 
be sent to the Secretary Steve Dean. 
The Committee will be meeting prior to the AGM to formulate the Agenda for the AGM and discuss at this meeting any 
proposed changes to the Constitution etc.  
b) Feedback and thanks received from Newton Aycliffe branch to Northumbria Police (Middlesbrough game) for the planning 
which made our visit run so smoothly and communications issued by Paul Oley.  All branches agreed the travel arrangements for 
this fixture went smoothly and enabled branches to be home very quickly. They also thanked Cath Reid for communications and 
emails issued to branches.   
c) A letter of thanks from St. Benedicts Hospice for the donation from The BLC was read out.  
d) (JG) said that George Forster had contacted him to remind Branches who wish to be affiliated to the Supporters Association 
that the fee of £3 be paid at the beginning of next season. 
 

Closure of meeting 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance, meeting closed at 6.50 pm. Next full meeting will be The AGM on 
Monday 17th July venue and time to be confirmed.    
 


